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CQUniversity 
Mace
The use of a mace on ceremonial occasions 
commenced in Europe in the 12th Century,  
when ornate versions were borne on State 
occasions as symbols of royal authority. 
Ceremonial maces are now widely part of  
the formal ceremonial regalia of parliaments  
and universities throughout the western  
world and are used to symbolise the authority  
of the governing body. 

Every Australian State Parliament has  
a mace, as does the Commonwealth  
House of Representatives.

The Mace is a symbol of the authority  
of the Council of the University and signifies  
the University’s responsibility to work  
for the sustenance of our present world  
and to ensure that future generations  
are not disadvantaged, but are enriched  
by our efforts.

All CQUniversity campuses have their own mace 
with custom design artwork.
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Today’s milestone is one of life’s great 
accomplishments and I warmly congratulate 
you all on this remarkable achievement. 
Graduation represents the culmination of years 
of hard work, perseverance, and dedication. 
While today may be a celebration of the end 
of this study journey it also marks the start of 
what will be a new journey of lifelong learning 
and discovery.

As Chancellor of CQUniversity, I take pride in the 
achievements of all graduands. Each graduand’s 
study journey is unique, but no study journey is free 
from challenges. By persevering and committing 
yourself to your study and your goals, you have 
shown exceptional resilience and adaptability. In 
return, you have invested in an education that will 
help to shape your future and enable you to create 
and influence change.

Please enjoy this day and be proud of what you 
have achieved. The effort taken, and the sacrifices 
made, will not be without reward!

I would also like to acknowledge the parents, 

siblings, partners, children, friends, educators, 

and supporters who have provided motivation 

and encouragement when it was needed most.  

Your support has helped to empower our 

graduands to reach their goals and fulfil 

their potential.

I wish all our graduands well and offer my sincere 

gratitude to you for choosing CQUniversity as their 

learning partner. Once again, congratulations! 

Good luck on the bright and fulfilling future that 

awaits you as an alumnus of this great University!

WELCOME FROM THE 

CHANCELLOR

I’m delighted to join our graduands, their families, and their many supporters, on the occasion of their 
graduation. Today’s milestone is one of life’s great accomplishments and I warmly congratulate you all on 
this remarkable achievement. Graduation represents the culmination of years of hard work, perseverance, 
and dedication. While today may be a celebration of the end of this study journey it also marks the start of 
what will be a new journey of lifelong learning and discovery. 

As Chancellor of CQUniversity, I stand at every graduation and take pride in the achievements of everyone 
before me. Each graduand’s study journey is unique, but no study journey is free from challenges. By 
persevering and committing yourself to your study and your goals, you have shown exceptional resilience 
and adaptability. In return, you have invested in an education that will help to shape your future and enable 
you to create and influence change. 

Please enjoy this day and be proud of what you have achieved. The effort taken, and the sacrifices made, 
will not be without reward!

I would also like to acknowledge the parents, siblings, partners, children, friends, educators, and supporters 
who have provided motivation and encouragement when it was needed most. Your support has helped to 
empower our graduands to reach their goals and fulfil their potential. 

I wish all our graduands well and offer my sincere gratitude to them for choosing CQUniversity as their 
learning partner. Once again, congratulations! Good luck on the bright and fulfilling future that awaits you 
as an alumnus of this great University!

Mr Graeme Innes AM 
Chancellor

Mr Graeme Innes AM, LLB Syd, HonDUni 
Canberra, HonDSocSc RMIT, HonLLD 
UNSW, HonDUni ECU, FAICD

Mr Graeme Innes AM 

Chancellor

Welcome from  
the Chancellor

Mr Graeme Innes AM, LLB Syd,  
HonDUni Canberra, HonDSocSc RMIT, 
HonLLD UNSW, HonDUni ECU, FAICD
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Congratulations and welcome to the 
CQUniversity Australia alumni community. 
Whether you completed a certificate, diploma, 
undergraduate degree or postgraduate 
qualification, the study journey that led you 
here today will be filled with memories of 
challenges and rewards. This is what makes 
today so special. Today is a day for you to reflect 
on your determination, effort and growth. It is a 
day to celebrate all that you have achieved.

As a graduate of CQUniversity, you carry the 
University’s reputation with you. We measure our 
success through the impact you make on your 
profession, your communities and on the global 
stage.

As a CQUniversity alumnus, you are now a part  
of a world-wide cohort of highly educated 
citizens who have all the necessary skills to be 
changemakers. I encourage you to consider the 
responsibility that comes with this and extend a 

helping hand to others to achieve what is now 
yours. I encourage you to never stop learning, seek 
wisdom from wherever you can find it, and share 
what you know with others.

We value the achievements of our alumni and are 
proud to continue to support you by providing 
access to career services and mentors, professional 
and personal development, and opportunities 
for you to follow your passion and expand your 
experience. I encourage you to take advantage 
of our resources to fuel your continued success, 
and I look forward to your ongoing connection 
to CQUniversity.

Congratulations once again on reaching this 
significant milestone!

WELCOME FROM THE 

VICE-CHANCELLOR

Congratulations and welcome to the CQUniversity Australia alumni community. Whether you completed a 
certificate, diploma, undergraduate degree or postgraduate qualification, the study journey that led you here 
today will be filled with memories of challenges and rewards. This is what makes today so special. Today 
is a day for you to reflect on your determination, effort and growth. It is a day to celebrate all that you have 
achieved.

As a graduate of CQUniversity, you carry the University’s reputation with you. We measure our impact 
through your success and your contributions to the community from this day forward.

As a CQUniversity alumnus, you are now a part of a global cohort of highly educated citizens who have all 
the necessary skills to be changemakers. I encourage you to consider the responsibility that comes with this 
and extend a helping hand to others to achieve what is now yours. I encourage you to never stop learning, 
seek wisdom from wherever you can find it, and share what you know with others.

We value the achievements of our alumni and are proud to continue to support you by providing access to 
career services and mentors, professional and personal development, and opportunities for you to follow 
your passion and expand your experience. I encourage you to take advantage of our resources to fuel your 
continued success, and I look forward to your ongoing connection to CQUniversity.

Congratulations once again on reaching this significant milestone!

Professor Nick Klomp 
Vice-Chancellor and President

Professor Nick Klomp, BAppSc Curtin, 
BSc (Hons) Murdoch, PhD Glasgow, 
GAICD

Professor Nick Klomp 

Welcome from  
the Vice-Chancellor

Professor Nick Klomp, BAppSc Curtin,  
BSc (Hons) Murdoch, PhD Glasgow, GAICD
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About the
University
Originally founded in Rockhampton in 1967, as 
the Queensland Institute of Technology (QIT) 
Capricornia, CQUniversity Australia was granted 
full University status in 1992 and now has more 
than 30 000 students studying online and 
on-campus across Australia.

CQUniversity is proud to be recognised as 
Australia’s most inclusive university with 
some of the highest ratios of students from 
disadvantaged, mature age, Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander, and first-in-family 
backgrounds. This inclusive approach and 
commitment to access and participation means 
the University defines itself by who it embraces, 
rather than who it excludes.

It is this strong focus on participation and 
accessibility, that has seen CQUniversity firmly 
establish itself as one of the largest universities 
based in regional Australia, and the only 
university with a campus in every mainland state 
of Australia. The University operates campuses in 
Adelaide, Brisbane, Bundaberg, Cairns, Emerald, 
Gladstone, Mackay, Melbourne, Rockhampton, 
Sydney and Townsville and also has a strong track 
record of working in partnership with regional 
university centres across the country. In 2020, 
CQUniversity also established an international 
presence with a delivery site in Jakarta, Indonesia.

CQUniversity is Queensland’s only dual sector 
university and delivers more than 300 education 
and training offerings, from short courses 
and certificates, through to undergraduate, 
postgraduate and research degrees. As a 
pioneer in the delivery of distance education, 
CQUniversity continues to be a leader in online 
study with around one third of the current 
student cohort made up of students studying 

off-campus, many of whom are based in rural 
and remote areas. CQUniversity’s flexible 
approach to learning and teaching, and 
continued innovation in this space, has provided 
opportunities for thousands of students to 
complete qualifications, regardless of their 
geographical location or personal circumstances.

After more than half a century working with 
stakeholders in regional Australia, CQUniversity 
is now a renowned research institution in several 
key disciplines and the benchmark leader for 
how universities should engage and collaborate 
with communities and industry. The University’s 
applied research focus is oriented towards impact 
and real-world outcomes, with the purpose of 
providing solutions to challenges and identifying 
new opportunities for advancement in our 
regions and beyond.

CQUniversity has a strong alumni community 
with more than 120,000 alumni across the 
globe. CQUniversity graduates also have some 
of the best employment outcomes in Australia, 
with recent data released by the Graduate 
Outcomes Survey indicating that 79.5 per cent of 
domestic undergraduate students find full time 
employment within four months of graduation, 
compared  
to the national average of 72.3 per cent.

CQUniversity’s unique vision for diversity, 
outreach, engagement, research, learning and 
teaching, and inclusiveness, combined with its 
growth aspirations and continued expansion 
of student success, research excellence, social 
innovation and community engagement, has 
led to it being recognised within several world 
university rankings, and among the world’s best 
‘young universities’  
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Indigenous  
Sash
CQUniversity is proud of its commitment to 
Reconciliation between Australia’s Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous peoples.

To enable Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples to have their ancestry recognised during 
graduation ceremonies, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander graduands have the option of wearing an 
Indigenous sash for their Graduation.

The wearing of the sash enables the community, 
both Indigenous and non-Indigenous, to celebrate 
the achievement of the growing number of 
Indigenous graduates and to reflect on our 
University’s and nation’s Reconciliation goals.

CQUniversity’s Indigenous sash is based on 
the artwork ‘Chasing Dreams’ (by Samantha 
Campbell) commissioned from Coolamon Creative 
and represents the University’s commitment 
to reconciliation and respect for the many 
Traditional Owners of the many lands on 
which the University operates.
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GOWN STOLE / HOOD HEADWEAR

Certificate I - IV G1 S Beige M

Diploma G1 S Beige M

Associate Degree G1 S Sunflower Yellow M

Bachelor Degree G1 S Opaline M

Bachelor Honours Degree G1 S Jade M

Graduate Certificate G1 S Powder Blue M

Graduate Diploma G1 S Ultramarine M

Masters G1 S Violet M

PhD – Doctor of Philosophy G2 H1 B

PhD – Doctor Education, Business  
& The Professional Doctorate

G2 H2 B

Honorary Doctorate G3 H3 B

Emeritus Professor G3 H3 B

Companion of the University G4 S Blue M

CQUniversity  
Regalia

G1: Bachelor Cambridge Style gown.

G2: Oxford Doctorate pattern of blue cloth with 
facings of green, red and gold satin. The 
sleeves are fully lined with University green 
satin, with red and gold satin edging.

G3: Cambridge Doctorate pattern of scarlet 
cloth with facings in silver satin, sleeves fully 
lined in silver satin, fastened with a gold cord 
and button.

G4: Cambridge Bachelor pattern of black cloth.

S: 100cm long in polyester rayon fabric, specified 
colour above, it is embroidered with a 12cm 
high full-colour CQUniversity logo on each 
side, positioned 8cm from the top seam.

H1: Oxford pattern of blue cloth, fully lined with 
University green satin with red and gold satin 
edging, and fastened onto the front of the 
gown with 'hoodlinks' designed according 
to CQU's Logo.

H2: Oxford pattern of green cloth, fully lined with 
University gold satin with red and blue satin 
edging, and fastened onto the front of the 
gown with 'hoodlinks' designed according to  
CQU's Logo.

H3: Cambridge pattern of scarlet cloth,  
fully lined in silver satin.

M: Black mortarboard, black tassel.

B: Velvet Tudor bonnet with gold cord and tassels.
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Program
1 . 
PROCESSIONS
The audience is requested to stand as the 
academic procession of the Graduate Staff  
and Official Party enter.

2.
THE AUSTRALIAN  
NATIONAL ANTHEM
The words for the Australian National Anthem  
are provided in this booklet.

3.
WELCOME TO COUNTRY
CQUniversity Australia acknowledges the 
Traditional Owners of the land upon which we work 
and learn and we pay respect to the First Nations 
Peoples and their Elders, past, present and future.

4.
WELCOME BY THE CHANCELLOR
Delivered by Mr Graeme Innes AM, LLB Syd, 
HonDUni Canberra, HonDSocSc RMIT,  
HonLLD UNSW, HonDUni ECU, FAICD

5.
ADDRESS BY THE VICE-
CHANCELLOR AND PRESIDENT
Delivered by Professor Nick Klomp, BAppSc Curtin, 
BSc(Hons) Murdoch, PhD Glasgow, GAICD

6.
ADDRESS BY THE GUEST SPEAKER
An address of inspiration delivered by a respected 
member of CQUniversity’s community.

7.
PRESENTATION OF AWARDS
Members of the Official Party will present awards  
to graduates and honorary guests.

8.
RESPONSE BY THE GRADUATES’ 
REPRESENTATIVE SPEAKER
An address of reflection delivered  
by a graduating student.

9.
TURNING OF THE TASSEL
A CQUniversity tradition, all graduates are asked  
to move their tassel from the right to the left  
of their mortarboard or bonnet.

10.
‘CHARGE TO GRADUATES’  
BY THE CHANCELLOR
The ‘Charge to Graduates’ is provided  
on the last page of this booklet.

11.
DEPARTURE OF PROCESSION
The audience is requested to stand as the 
academic procession of the Official Party,  
joined by the new graduates, depart.
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Music
National Anthem
ADVANCE AUSTRALIA FAIR

Australians all let us rejoice, for we are one and free;

We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil; our home is girt by sea;

Our land abounds in nature’s gifts of beauty rich and rare;

In history’s page, let every stage Advance Australia Fair.

In joyful strains then let us sing, Advance Australia Fair.
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CQUniversity takes great pride in the achievements our alumni are 
making in their world. Their accomplishments benefit both society  
and the University, advancing the common good and inspiring others.  
The annual Alumni Awards acknowledge and celebrate these 
achievements by our outstanding alumni in their professional field  
or community service activities.

OUTSTANDING ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR AWARD

This award is conferred in recognition of exceptional contribution to society  

and demonstrated achievement of excellence in a professional context.

RECIPIENT: JOSEPHINE LEVERITT

Jo Leveritt is a social 

justice advocate and 

human rights lawyer 

dedicated to 

improving access to 

justice and driving 

systemic reform. She 

holds an Honours 

degree in Law, is admitted as a Solicitor of the 

Supreme Court of Queensland, and completed a 

Graduate Certificate in Family and Domestic 

Violence Practice with CQUniversity. Her approach 

is informed by more than 25 years in senior human 

resources and industrial relations roles across 

private sector and public health organisations, 

shaping her strategic and people-focused 

leadership.

In 2021 Jo founded Wide Bay Advocacy, a not-for-

profit charity working to promote and defend 

human rights while influencing laws, policies and 

community attitudes. The organisation focuses on 

systemic advocacy to reduce barriers experienced 

by disadvantaged and marginalised groups.

In 2024 she opened Bundaberg Street Law after a 

successful pilot. Funded through the Queensland 

Government’s Keeping Women Safe program, it 

provides free legal support to people experiencing 

or at risk of homelessness. In 2025 she launched 

Steps Forward: Child Safety Advocacy Program to 

assist women navigating domestic violence and 

child protection systems.

Jo also contributes across community 

organisations. She served as Human Rights and 

Safeguarding Team Leader at the 2023 FIFA 

Women’s World Cup in Brisbane, is Chair of the 

Advocacy Committee for Zonta Club of Bundaberg 

Inc, and is an active member of local Rotary and 

regional women’s advocacy networks. Through 

her regular newspaper columns and volunteer 

outreach, she raises awareness and offers practical 

support.

Her work reflects compassion, clarity and a 

commitment to lasting social change.

Alumni Awards

10  2026 Graduation Ceremony Book



Alumni Awards 

SOCIAL IMPACT AWARD

The Social Impact Award is conferred in recognition of exceptional contributions to society.

RECIPIENT: SHEREE BLACKLEY

Sheree Blackley is a 

proud Kalkutungu 

woman whose work 

has played a central 

role in revitalising 

Kalkutungu 

language, culture 

and community identity across Mount Isa and 

beyond. She graduated with an Associate Degree 

of Building Design from CQUniversity in 2013, and 

later became a Fellow of the National Museum of 

Australia in recognition of her cultural leadership 

and contribution to truth-telling. She was also the 

NAIDOC Poster Artist in 2010, a role that brought 

national recognition to her artistic storytelling.

Sheree’s early work focused on ensuring 

Kalkutungu culture was visible and celebrated in 

everyday community life. In 2015 she formed the 

Sundowner Kalkutungu Dancers, a group that 

continues to perform at community events and 

cultural gatherings. To deepen this impact, in 2017 

she founded Malkarri Culture and Connection, 

creating a permanent, community-led organisation 

dedicated to cultural learning, language revival and 

identity strengthening.

Under Sheree’s leadership, Malkarri has grown to 

include Muu Tjaa Warriors Kalkutungu Indigenous 

Rangers, Kalkutungu Cultural Services, and 

Kalkutungu Art Services. Central to this work is the 

Kalkutungu Punpatitjin Language Project. When 

Sheree began, only one Elder remained fluent in 

the language. Through sustained collaboration 

with Elders, linguists and community, she helped 

re-document and rebuild the language, leading to 

the development of a full Prep to Year 9 curriculum 

now taught at Spinifex State College and being 

expanded through the Queensland Department of 

Education and a Certificate I TAFE offering.

Sheree’s leadership continues to create pathways 

for cultural pride, community healing and 

intergenerational knowledge sharing, ensuring 

Kalkutungu culture remains strong for future 

generations.
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Alumni Awards 
EARLY CAREER ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

The Early Career Achievement Award is conferred in recognition  

of significant achievement within five years of graduation.

RECIPIENT: ZALHI HAYDEN

Ms Zalhi Hayden is a 

proud Darumbal 

woman whose work 

reflects a deep 

commitment to 

caring for land, sea 

and culture across 

Central Queensland. 

After completing her Certificate III in Conservation 

and Ecosystem Management at CQUniversity, she 

has applied her skills as an Indigenous Land and 

Sea Ranger, working across Rockhampton, 

Yeppoon, the Capricorn Coast, the Swains and the 

wider TUMRA-managed marine areas.

Zalhi’s role brings together Darumbal cultural 

knowledge and contemporary conservation 

science. Her work spans fire management, pest 

and feral animal control, threatened species 

monitoring and cultural heritage protection. She 

also supports inter-generational learning through 

youth programs and community engagement that 

reconnect young people with language, identity 

and Country.

Her leadership has been recognised locally and 

nationally. In 2025 she received the Indigenous 

Women Rangers Network’s Young Ranger Award, 

celebrating her contribution to Indigenous 

land and sea management and her leadership 

in cultural and environmental care. She was 

also nominated as the 2022 NAIDOC Entrant, 

sponsored by the Darumbal People Aboriginal 

Corporation RNTBC, acknowledging her service as a 

Cultural Facilitator and her guidance for Indigenous 

children in care through the Darumbal Cultural 

Connections program.

Zalhi’s dedication to language and storytelling 

is equally significant. Having learned Darumbal 

language from Elders, she featured in Generations 

of Men, the first narrative production to include 

Barada and Darumbal languages. The film 

screened at FlickerFest, the Darwin International 

Film Festival and the Melbourne International Film 

Festival.

Through her conservation expertise, cultural 

advocacy and commitment to mentoring young 

people, Zalhi Hayden continues to strengthen 

cultural identity and care for Country.
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Alumni Awards 
INDUSTRY EXCELLENCE AWARD

This award is conferred in recognition of achievement to a high standard  

and an exceptional contribution to an industry or profession.

RECIPIENT: TRISTAN BARTON

Tristan Barton is a 

proud Yorta Yorta 

man and 

CQUniversity music 

alumnus whose 

career as a 

composer, producer 

and session 

drummer has continued to gain momentum on 

both national and international stages since he 

graduated with a Bachelor of Music. A multi-award-

winning composer, Tristan is celebrated for music 

that is emotionally rich and cinematic, bringing 

depth and atmosphere to every project he 

undertakes.

Based in regional Queensland, he has established 

himself in the highly competitive world of screen 

music, exemplifying CQUniversity values and 

serving as an inspiring role model for students 

and communities. His compositions, which blend 

classical ideas with electronic and organic textures, 

have been commissioned by major brands 

including Audi, Tiffany & Co., Salvatore Ferragamo, 

Hot Wheels, Bugatti and Palmolive, and featured in 

film, television, public art and advertising.

In 2025 Tristan received a Queensland Music 

Award in the Music for Screen category for his 

composition Legend is Born. His other recent 

work includes the soundscape for Gulgi Burra 

(Ydinji – The Sand People) for the Cairns Festival, 

the bespoke soundtrack for the digital visual arts 

production FLOW for Outernet London, and the 

score for The Grey Line, a film exploring the life of 

Stolen Generations Noongar woman Helen Dwyer.

Tristan also collaborates closely with Australian 

artists and worked as a sound editor and producer 

with Usher’s musical director for the artist’s concert 

introduction at the 50th Anniversary of the Special 

Olympics in 2018. He mentors emerging musicians 

through the CQ Conservatorium of Music, sharing 

insight into composition, production and creative 

career pathways.

Tristan continues to demonstrate how world-class 

artistry can thrive from regional Queensland, 

conveying both universal emotion and deeply 

personal First Nations stories.
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UNIVERSITY MEDALLIST
The University may award University Medals to students who have achieved an 
exceptionally high level of performance in their studies in certain programs.  
Eligibility to be considered for the award of a University Medal will be limited to 
graduates who have achieved First Class Honours in a Bachelor Honours program.

SCHOOL OF HEALTH, MEDICAL AND APPLIED SCIENCES
Ellie Kendall – Bachelor of Physiotherapy (Honours) First Class

SCHOOL MEDALLISTS
School Medals are awarded to the graduating student with the highest  
academic achievement in a bachelor degree program in each of the Schools  
in the Higher Education Division. To be eligible for a School Medal, graduates  
must have achieved a Distinction level in a three-year degree program  
or a First Class Honours level in a four-year program.

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AND LAW
Emily Petherick – Bachelor of Laws with Distinction

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND THE ARTS
Thomas Rynne – Bachelor of Digital Media with Distinction

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY
Abiela Walker – Bachelor of Aviation (Flight Operations) with Distinction

SCHOOL OF HEALTH, MEDICAL AND APPLIED SCIENCES
Jay Warcon – Bachelor of Medical Science (Pathway to Medicine) with Distinction

SCHOOL OF NURSING, MIDWIFERY AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
Jodie Field – Bachelor of Nursing with Distinction

Medallists
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Charge to  
Graduates
“I charge you as graduates of 
CQUniversity Australia to maintain 
a commitment to life-long learning, 
to strive for truth, integrity 
and compassion, to contribute 
to your chosen profession, 
and by the application of your 
abilities, support and nurture the 
communities of which you are part.

May your achievements bring 
honour to your University, your 
chosen profession and to yourself.”
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cqu.edu.au

Contact us

13 27 86 (within Australia)
contactus.cqu.edu.au
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